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[[ Christman Story )] presented by Manila Children's Choir at the Main Theatre, Cultural Centre of Philipines.
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AUTHOR'S NOTE

The Christmas Storv was originally prepared for the Manila Children's Choir, premier performance at
the Main Theatre, Cultural Centre of the Philippimes on December 5, 1987, It is a compilation of
Christmas Songs and Nativity for Children's Choir.

The choir is recommended to set up stage left or right, while the play takes place on the front stage. To
suggest distance, the three kings may enter at the back of the audience, towards the stage.

The singers may use choir gown, while the players should be in full costume. A cyclorama background
was used n the large stage during the first performance. However, it can also be performed in a smaller
stage with a simple background and stage props.

['his can be performed by a Children's Choir with all children's cast or Youth Choir with adult players.

Approximate plaving time is 30 minutes.
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Christmas Story

Christmas Songs & Nativity for Children’s Choir.

E¥EHE S Edited by David C B Yap
g S Music Arr by Marites Panaligan
FELHA Narration by Fred Tiburcio
i B = % Translation 7% Bf =
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Narrator : Long years ago in the land of Judah, there was a time of darkness, grief and despair. There

were long and cruel wars as wicked kings ruled over the land. No one knew how light might come to a
darkened and troubled world.
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Narrator : In Nazareth, there lived a young girl unspotted gentle and white as a rose. Her name was

Mary. One day the Angel Gabriel appeared unto Mary and said, “Fear not Mary, for you have been chosen
above all women to bear the Son of God. Behold thou shalt conceive and bring forth a son, and shall call

his name Jesus. And Mary bowed in obedience to the will of God. Soon after, the Angel appeared also unto
Joseph. And when the Angel have departed, Joseph went straightway to Mary that he might make her his
wife.

(REmMESHSER. EFHEESE "N, TREHHEN" &, RENEHNEHE)
[ An Angel appeared to Mary. After the choir sang "Lo, what a Beauteous Rose”, angel and Mary exits from the stage.)
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Harmonized MICHAEL PRAETORIUS
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English Version by MAX T. KRONE Edited by M. T. KRONE

W S=ESSamama =

c D W _135 AoE oM E @

&
i®, K s ) E oG B

Lo, what a  bcau -lecous  rose, ool (rooty hath  sprung,
This rose, my song would hon- nor Is - rael did (did) fore - el
=" & T
ALy P 4 tempo o , poco rall.
b - 1 : — o - I | 3
ey r -- - —:—r;—_ — iﬁ = —5‘1—:
) o ' : : :
W OEB®K B KM K B
w R o HE K A i, Z M B @ X LY
L ™MP  atempo = =':|:'_"_|—-'-'—L- tﬂi’r‘. _ e B poco rall,
ﬁfﬁ === _ ———
Forth from the line of Jes - se, As wise men Tong (long) have
Ma - ry the Maid - ¢n Moth - er, whom now  we love (Jove) so
a femipo 1 : —
o — - I . - s e e ——r_ o —
ﬁ__ = _F ..... !_p_ J j_ _J 3 r_ . i %r_ —
— I : E — = 1.,5 I L -1 1 ]
i, B o B OE L, = 2 OE
it. # 48 M #H & M E 4 A N -
N a.'fmpa’ : - _' 2 A -=l-—;__l— TR e
e f e =
And  gainst mid - win - er's  snow I's gen- e heart  lies
Hath  giv'n the world this  fOow'r In  Beth - lem's man - ger

EEHY-3



{ |fn§f — rall e dim. IPP
A —a— __& 5 = '_ ._J = j ;}__ﬁ. —
%—L : — i i E —f— _._
%K = 'm B % o
KX & R EOR o R B :;%
e h:l;{'f El— ; :. | rall. e dim. _ _]‘t_
L.é—; = ._al'_. ———— J‘S’:;":‘c’-lf _i — H
o - pen In mid - night's {night) dark and mld
low - Iy Thro' God's greal (great) love and pow'r.

W EHEAMRM G EYFERTRAENEBRGN, "EMYEN T FHFM
HPER. Rifibsx, E-BdrdH, RRUVLPRERALE. Wk EHF¥F
EEEE, BB AEBHENED, AR KX KW,

Narrator : As Joseph and Mary waited for the day when the child should be born, there was in all

Nazareth an air of awaiting and expectancy. The air was still, not a blade of grass moved. Birds flow in
silence over the hills where sheep were grazing, Shepherds talk in whispers of Him that was the true light.
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Narrator : It happened in those days that there was a decree from Cesar Agustus that all the
world should be taxed. Everyone into his own city. And Joseph and Mary went into Judea unto the
city of David which is called Bethlehem. They sent forth one early momning travelling for days over
rough roads and mountains. Mary riding on a donkey as she was heavy with child. Joseph walking
beside her and the long days passed. When at last they came unto Bethlehem. The city was crowded
with people who came to be taxed. The rich and poor young and old finding themselves a place to
spend the chilly night. But Joseph knew not where they would bed for there was no room in the inn.
As darkness fell over Bethlehem, one inkeeper took pity on Joseph and Mary seeing Mary to be
heavy with child, and led them to his stable to spend the night.

(BERMSATRE TR ER, TR ESHE)
[ Joseph and Mary enters the stage with the holy child and lie Him in the manger.)
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Narrator : And there were in the hills shepherds keeping watch over their flocks by night. As they
slept, one shephered boy stayed awake watching a large star in the night sky. And suddenly there appeared
an angel of the Lord saying “‘Fear not for behold I bring you good tidings of great Joy. Which shall be unto
all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a saviour which is Christ the Lord”. And
suddenly there was a host angels praising God and saying “Glory to God in the Highest, and on earth peace
to men on whom his favor rests.”

(XU - ZHARETLHENS B EH)
[ A multtude of angels enters and take position on the side of the stage, together with a group of shepherds with a flock of
cattie and sheep.)
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Narrator : And when the angels have gone, the shepherds said one to another. “Let us now go to
Bethlehem that we might see this babe whom the angels have made know to us”. And each one brought a

gift to the child Jesus.

(HRAFEES "HFHEXARER” &, REMH A ABACERTRER)
[ After the choir sang "Gloria in Excelsis Deo", the angels and shepherds take position on both sides of the Nativity)
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Narrator : Long days passed and there came wise man from the east. They too awaited that night and
now they beheld that bright star that led them in silence, stopping a while to refresh their camels along a
stream before they entered the city of Bethlehem.

(Z=MIREZNHBEFTEME -HUE, BHERER)

( From the back of the audience, the three wise men enters, following the star, towards the stage.)
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Narrator : When the three kings came to the stable they saw that many others were gathered around
the sleeping child.
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Narrator : Women carried food, shepherds brought their sheep, little children clutching their toys,
plucked flowers along the way to offer the sweet babe.

(XA BB EODERYELAER, AR AR T E G, )

[ Boys and girls, young and old enters the stage with flowers and gifts. Some offered their gifts and fie them in front of the
manger. )
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O COME LITTLE CHILDREN

w R E R 1.A.P. SCHRILZ 1747-1800
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1.0 come, lit- tle child - ren, O COIME, one  and all! 8
2.How sweel- ly He lies in His bed made of straw, As
3.0  come, join  the  shep- herds, and on bend - ed knee, Giive
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come o the CTil - dle in Beth - le- hem's  stall! Come
Ma - ry and Jo - seph be - hold Him in awe! The
thanks o the Fa- ther for le - sus, our  King! )
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see what has hap - pened this ho - li- est night; come
shep - herds are  kneel - ing be- fore His poor  bed, while
lift up your  voic- ¢s  and join in the  praise, That

gaze on  the aifl from the Fa - ther uf might.
cit - rol- ing an - gels  are heard ov- er head.
an - gels from Heav'n tw the Fa- ther now raise.
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W — M ER T GERE.

Narrator : Sheep and oxen stood in awe, birds in the rafiers, cooed the baby to sleep, animals huddled

together to keep the baby warm.
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sHE CAROL OF THE FRIENDLY BEAST
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Je - sus our Broth- er
"1", spid the  cow, all
"1". said the dove, from the
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kind and  zood Wis hum - hh hnm in a sla - ble nude, And the
white and  red "1 gave Him my man - ger for His  bed; 1
raf - ters high, "1 copedHim o sleep o He would noL o ory, we
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friecnd - 1y beast i - round Him stond. Je - sus, our Bm{h or
eave Him my hay L] pil - low His head.” "1™ said the cow, all
coned Him 1w sleep my e and " 1", sad the dove, from the
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kind and good. “I" said the don- key, shag-gy andbrown, "I
white and red. "1", said the sheep with the cur - ly horn, "
raf - ters high. Thus ev- ry heast by SOIME zood spell, In the
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car- ned His moth - er up  hill and down; l car - rfied her safe-ly to
gave Him my wool fora  blan - ket warm; He Ware my coat on
sta - hle dark has glad o el ofthe  gilt he pave Em-
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Beth - le - hem own." "1", said the don- key, shag - gy and hﬁ’m
Christ - mas mom." "1", said the sheep with  cur - ly horn.
man - u- el The gift he pave Em-  man- u- el
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Narrator : Now the three wise men, Melchor, Gaspar and Baltazar came to lay their gifts of Gold, .
Frankincense and Myrrh.

(=L ML E, AFAUELRERESN, HF AMERL - —RLEY)

[ Three wisemen enters towards baby Jesus each bringing gifts of geld, francincense and myrrh. The shepherds and
children also presented their gifts.)
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AWAY IN A MANGER

LR MURRAY, 1877 (WE)

ANONYMOUS
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way in a man - ger, no crib - for
cal - Ue are low - ing, the Ba - hy
near me, Lord Je - sus, 1 ask  Thee
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M - dc Lord Te - sts  1ad~ down His sweel  head. The ™
lit - te  Lord Je - sus no cry - ing  He makes. I
near me for - e¢ev - er, and love me, | pray. Bless
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stars in the sky ———— looked down where He lay, The
love Thee, Lord Je - sus, look down from  the sky, And
all the dear child - ren in Thy  ten - der care, And
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: , ia- sleep  on  the hay.
till mom - ing is nigh.
o live  with  Thee there,

FRtg-2s



HeoREXLEMETREMRXLFHRER : "HA A SRR MR Fx
TXH., L@ A, WA THEMA, M-DIHFE/BEHFAEMNT, K
B KE.

Nasrator:  From on high angels sang praises to God for He has given light 10 a troubled world. For

God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life. )

(ELBETFHEAEELM)
[ Full lights on stage and audience.]
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WHEN CHRISTMAS MORN IS DAWNING

WWER

TRADITIONALSWEDISH GERMAN FOLK SONG - 1823

Andante Moderato
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When Christ-mas momn is dawn - ing, In hum- ble faith I'd gul- To
How good of you, my Sav- ior, To come fromHeav'n a- bove! 8}
Blest Je- sus, how I need TheeThe  child -ren'sdear - est  friend! O
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Beth - le- hem, and see Him, That lies up- on the siraw. To
take a- way my sin ning, Pro lect me with Thy love, 0
may [ mnev- er grieve Thee, with pain of sin a- grieve, 0
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Beth - le - hem, and see Him, That lies up- on the straw,
take a- way my sin -ning, Pro- tect  me with Thy love.
may 1 nev- er grieve  Thee, with pain of sin a- gain,
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